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Dave and Margie Williams
opening door to community
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Campus

UAH NEWS
Research activity shows sharp increase
The amount of research
expenditures at UAHuntsville
jumped 16.75 percent between
2006 and 2007.
Total research dollars gen
erated at the university during
2006-2007 totaled $64.98 mil
lion, up over the $55.66 mil
lion reported 2005-2006.
The university's increasing
research activity has also
resulted in the university being
ranked in a new classification
by the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching.
UAHuntsville joins a select

group of universities with "high
research activity."
"Our economy is quite
complex, but UAH's mission is
simple - support the academic,
research and workforce devel
opment needs of our economy,"
said Ron Greenwood, Vice
President for Research.
During the past five years,
Greenwood said UAHuntsville
has worked diligently to meet
the
changing
needs
of
Redstone Arsenal and area
industry. He cited investments
in systems engineering, model
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ing & simulation, rotorcraft
engineering as well as supply
chain and logistics disciplines.
"The new emphasis on
these programs are not just pay
ing off with research revenues,
but we are developing academ
ic programs to accompany that
research," he said.
"This has resulted in our
research activity, but it is also
having a tremendous impact by
producing a growing pool of
graduates who have experience
as they enter the workforce,"
Greenwood said.
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Undergraduate and graduate degrees were awarded during the fall 2007
commencement exercises last month at the Von Braun Center in down
town Huntsville. There were 260 bachelor's degrees, 110 master's
degrees and 13 doctoral degrees conferred. President Dave Williams pro
vided the commencement address.

UAHuntsville students may grow
businesses with Army-developed technology
A team of students hopes a "non-protrusive,
"This agreement gives our students opportu
expandable clamping device" developed by the nities to work in a 'real life' situation with local
U.S. Army might be their path to fame and rich researchers who developed this technology. We
es ... or at least riches.
hope some of the commercial plans developed
The out-of-sight clamp is one of 14 patented for Army technologies by UAH students will
technologies
faculty
and
students
at lead to new products and startup businesses."
UAHuntsville can now study as potential com
Students are already studying two
mercial products through a partnership agree AMRDEC technologies, the clamp and a system
ment between the university and the U.S. Army that creates computer-generated environments.
Aviation and Missile Research, Development
Developed for military training systems, the
and Engineering Center (AMRDEC).
software might have applications in the comput
"We are pleased to be working with the er gaming industry. "These technologies run the
Army to investigate the commercial potential of gamut," Berkowitz said. "They include a hybrid
intellectual property developed at AMRDEC," phased communication array and a highly effi
said Dr. David Berkowitz, a marketing professor cient piezo-electric motor."
and the leader of the business school's entrepreStudents interested in analyzing a technolo
neurship programs. "We are taking these tech gy should contact Berkowitz, who organizes
nologies from places like the AMRDEC and teams of students with different expertise and
turning them into business concepts.
goals.
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Grant to lead
intellectual
property
development
Kannan Grant has been named Director
of
the
Office
of
Technology
Commercialization (OTC) at UAHuntsville.
Grant will be responsible for overseeing
the strategic development of university-gener
ated intellec
tual property
and commer
cializing them.
In addition,
he will seek to
i n c r e a s e
research and
development
funding
to
UAHuntsville
from non-trad i t i o n a 1
sources.
Grant said v
vs
,
.
Kannan Grant
he was drawn to
Huntsville because of the area's high-technol
ogy reputation."The Huntsville area has a
dynamic entrepreneurial spirit," Grant said. "I
am sure that we will be able to link some of the
knowledge-based discoveries on our campus to
entrepreneurs that exist both on our campus as
well as in the community."
While a key responsibility of the OTC is
to better connect UAHuntsville to local
industry, it also involves raising awareness of
intellectual property protection and licensing
on campus as well as assisting in the develop
ment of spin-off companies and providing
resources for university students and personnel
who may be interested in pursuing commercial
partners and markets for their research.
Grant was Chief Executive Officer of
FuturaGene Inc., and an executive board
member for FuturaGene Pic., before joining
the university. FuturaGene is an Indiana-based
company in plant genetic research and devel
opment for the global agriculture needs.
Prior to FuturaGene Inc., he served as
Associate Vice Chancellor for Technology
Development at the University of NebraskaLincoln, where he was instrumental in negoti
ating and signing two of the largest license
agreements, with significant research compo
nent to it, in the school's history. Grant
earned his undergraduate degree in electrical
engineering at the University of North Dakota
and an MBA from Texas A&M University.

Campus
NEWS UAH

Ben Graves:

1921 - 2007
'The right man
at the right time'
By Gladys Jones
Benjamin Graves was absolutely the right man
at the right time for The University of Alabama in
Huntsville.
His background and service as president of
Millsaps College along with his education and
experiences prepared this
Soso, Miss, native to take the
helm of this small institution
as the University of Alabama
System created three equal
campuses at the University of
Alabama
Tuscaloosa,
Birmingham and Huntsville.
The first week he was
here
the
Southern
Association Accreditation
team final report was due.
While a bit over the top with
regard to stress, it gave him an
immediate view of the cam
pus - the good, the bad and
the ugly. But I recall that just
about everything we did and
every decision that was made,
it took place for the FIRST time!
Graduation, starting new programs - nursing,
summer graduation and reception, a pool of
employees to provide typing services to the entire
university, improved employee benefits to include
maternity leave. I also recall that money was scarce
in those early days.
Dr. Graves remarked one time that we didn't
have enough money for even a wiener roast. He
wanted to dress up the campus. We couldn't afford
to buy trees, so he was able obtain some pine
seedlings that he wanted the grounds crew to plant.
He found a way around the problem. Like he did
for so many things.

He was an extremely hard worker. We often
worked into the evening or had breakfast at 6 or
6:30 at the president's home on Adams Street.
Dr. Graves was kind and considerate of others
and a stickler for notes of appreciation and thanks.
He always closed his correspondence with "Thank
you for your continuing interest, support, and coop
eration." He truly meant that
statement. He was a true
Southern gentleman in the
real sense of the term.
He did not know the poli
tics or the people of the State
of Alabama, but he worked
hard, learned fast, treated
people with respect regardless
of their position, and led his
constituents.
Dr. Graves had visions of
where to go and an astute
business sense of how to get
there through fiscal responsi
bility.
He and Dr. Joe Dowdle
worked hard to provide a solid
base for this institution and,
at the same time, we also had a tremendous build
ing campaign. He believed in education from the
cradle to the grave.
You only have to look around the campus today
and see that he was successful in implementing his
belief.
His death marks a major milestone among the
deaths of those that worked together to lay the
foundation of The University of Alabama in
Huntsville.
Gladys Jones served as Dr. Graves' administrative
assistant when he arrived on the university's campus.
She has retired but remains active with UAHuntsville.

Jim Simpson
named
distinguished
professor
Dr. James T.
Simpson
has
been
named
Distinguished
Professor.
He is the
s i x t h
U AHuntsville
faculty member
to receive this
title and the first Jim Simpson
faculty member
of
Business
from
the
College
Administration to receive the distinction.
The award is based on his accom
plishments in teaching, research and pro
fessional service to the community.
Dr. Simpson came to GAHuntsville
in 1990 as Assistant Professor in the
Department of Management and
Marketing, was promoted to Associate
Professor in 1996 and Professor in 2001.
He took over as dean of the college at the
beginning of this semester.
Prior to joining the college, Dr.
Simpson
was
Coordinator
of
Management Studies in the Division of
Continuing Education, and Executive
Director of University Advancement and
Special Assistant to the Vice President
for Finance and Administration.
He also served as the university's
Director for the Center for Management
of Science and Technology from 20002003.
Dr. Simpson has received the
Panhellenic Teacher of the Year Award,
UAH
Foundation
Distinguished
Teaching Award, Student Government
Outstanding Graduate Faculty Award,
Student
Government
Association
Outstanding Faculty Award, Academy of
Marketing
Science
Outstanding
Marketing Teaching Award and the
UAH Foundation Research and Creative
Achievement Award,.
Dr. Simpson has had numerous
scholarly publications and has served as
principal investigator or investigator on
more than $1 million in research grants
and contracts.
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UAH PROFILE
Making a difference
Richard Amos takes great pride in helping build success stories
Success is not just earned, it is learned. This Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) move
a new command which will bring (international
University of Alabama in Huntsville alumnus ment to Redstone.
business) opportunities for the Army, and also
will tell you that his success as a civilian soldier
He serves as an advisory board member for for the North Alabama region."
is something he takes great pride - and building the university and was part of the search com
He said developing these programs in
others' success stories is truly an art.
mittee for President David Williams. He was advance of the need positions UAHuntsville to
Dr. Richard Amos, Redstone Arsenal's chief among the first graduates chosen to receive a
help immediately after the BRAC moves take
civil employee, has achieved nothing less.
place, and it also provides resources to
Driven by a "strong sense of duty," Amos takes
help train the new workforce that will be
his 25 years of service to the Army, and to the
needed to perform these type jobs. Amos
public, very seriously. Following in his father's
noted a development for the College of
path (he also worked on the Arsenal), Amos
Liberal Arts College in relation to BRAC.
began his illustrious career on the same soil
He said the addition of the AMC Band to
after graduating from Aubum University with
the Redstone community will give the
a bachelor's degree in industrial engineering.
music department, the opportunity to
A Huntsville native, along with his wife,
partner with a large group of professional
Joyce, Amos always knew that he would return
musicians coming into the area.
home. He launched his career at Redstone in
What people are not realizing, Amos
1982 with the production engineering division
emphasized, is that BRAC is already here.
of the Research Development and Engineering
He has met with President Williams, vice
Center (AMRDEC). Not long after he began
presidents and deans to discuss the organ
work at AMRDEC, Amos enrolled in UAH's
izations that are slated to arrive with
graduate program to pursue a master's degree in
BRAC. Those discussions include what
Engineering Management, '88, and ultimately,
those organizations will need in terms of
a doctorate in Systems Engineering, '92. It
university support.
wasn't long before he was already looking back
Amos credited Dr. Williams for his great
on his fast track of management positions with
vision for the future of UAHuntsville, and
in the Army and the Army Materiel
Dr. Franz for his facilities development
Command. On October 2000, Amos assumed
and effecting change in the campus life
the director of Systems Simulation and
from a commuter college climate to a
Development Directorate at AMRDEC.
more traditional college campus.
Earlier this year, he once again was elevated to
A_
He said the location of UAHuntsville is
his current post as Deputy to the Commander,
what gives the university its strength. "Its
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command.
close proximity to Cummings Research
Amos's greatest challenge as Deputy
Park and Redstone Arsenal, coupled with
Commander is a rather poignant one: "It's the
a highly educated population in North
pace and the tempo of the operation with the
Alabama,
is
the
formula
for
fact that we're at war. It's a 24-7 commission UAH Alumni Achievement Award in 2002.
UAHuntsville's success."
with troops all over the world," he said, explain Amos is an integral part of the partnering
He added that a quality university helps add
ing that it involves constant need, maintenance, process between the Army and UAH and he has
to the community's assets. Amos said the educa
and repair. Amos' greatest challenge is also his been instrumental in efforts to facilitate BRAC.
tion he received at UAHuntsville definitely
finest reward: "It's a great day when I get an eAlready, he has witnessed a remarkable made a difference in my career. "The whole
mail or a phone call from a Brigade Commander transformation of the UAHuntsville campus
graduate experience has had a very positive
thanking us for fixing something for them."
and its facilities, he said. "First and foremost," impact on my career-and on my ability to do my
Clearly, his greatest lifetime contribution Amos said, "the university has always been a
job, and to be a functional member of the com
"has been the development of people," Amos great partner with the Arsenal; for NASA, and
munity here."
admitted. "I've been very blessed to have had for all other agencies on the Arsenal. That's a
Now, this consummate army leader is about
teachers, supervisors, and mentors who have partnership that's really grown over the years."
to embark upon yet another commanding posi
invested a lot of time in developing me as not
Pointing to further developments in the uni tion. This time, in the private sector.
only an employee, but as a person." He elaborat versity's efforts to accommodate BRAC: "I think
This month, Amos takes the Chief
ed, "I'd like to think that I give some of that the university is being very aggressive about
Operations Officer helm at COLSA Corp.
back by trying to develop people that I work aligning itself to support the needs of the organ
Driven by this new opportunity, Amos is
with," he added.
izations and employees that will move here as intrigued and excited about his upcoming chal
Amos is in demand in the community as a part of BRAC. The business college is actively
lenge. The timing was right, he explained. He
result of his knowledge and skills, but he spends developing education and training options for
said that he'll continue doing what he does best:
much of his time providing leadership in prepar those employees that will be involved in the for
leading, developing programs and people, mak
ing UAH and the community for the ongoing eign material sales business for the Army. This is
ing a difference.
^
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Stephanie Long chosen Von Braun Scholar
Stephanie Long, a junior majoring in
such missions will also force one to expand
astrophysics at The University of Alabama
beyond our specific field of study, so I do
in Huntsville, has accomplished a signifi
believe I'll do some engineering in the
cant first within the realms of scholarship.
process and propulsion will definitely play a
Long is the 2007 recipient of the Dr. Werner
big role in whatever we decide to do."But
von Braun Scholarship, awarded by the
I'm still very curious about the other aspects
National Space Club, and the first recipient
of astrophysics such as high energy parti
from the College of Science.
cles, evolution of stars/galaxies and plane
Each year the scholarship is awarded to
tary sciences. Something I really want to
a student at the junior or senior level,
do, no matter what field I go into, is to be
"majoring in a space-related field or one
able to use one of the big observatories such
who plans to pursue a career in a space-relat
as the KECK located in Hawaii or the
ed field and has proven academic merit.
CTIO Chile."
Long became
"The scholarship was established in
interested
in
astrophysics
while
a student at
1988 to recognize the efforts of Dr. Werner Stephanie Long conditions ozonesonde (Potassium Iodide solution)
Bob
Jones.
"In
physics
class,
I
was always
to current atmospheric conditions.
von Braun and the National Space Club in
the one who asked complex questions, Long
the evolution of the space industry. The scholar des (launched by helium weather balloons). said. "My goal was to become a researcher and
ship awards $3,000 and covers tuition, textbooks These are gas-sampling pumps containing cath maybe a teacher at the university level."
ode and anode solutions of Potassium Iodide,
and associated expenses.
Following the completion of her bachelor's
"I'm very excited about being here, receiv which will release electrons when ozone is pres degree in the fall of 2009, she plans to earn a
ing the scholarship and having the chance to ent. This produces an electric current and allows master's and doctoral degree.
represent the university in this way," Long said. for the counting of ozone molecules. Every
Long lived in Germany until the age of 14
She is planning for a career in research, and is a Saturday, members of the ozone team measure while her father, U.S. Air Force Senior Master
research assistant for the Atmospheric Science the ozone concentrations up to the stratosphere. Sgt. Donald S. Long, was stationed at Ramstein
Department. "I do data analysis (writing Newchurch has been researching the severity of Air Force Base. After moving to Madison, she
MathCAD programs) and instrument mainte damage to ozone within the upper stratosphere. enrolled in Bob Jones High School and graduat
nance for the DEPSCOR Radiometer project," He started the university's ozone observation
ed in 2005. She speaks fluent German, having
said Long. "Our main goal with this project is to center, one of only four in the United States.In lived in Germany for her first 14 years, and hav
investigate an increase in nocturnal down- addition to the research
ing German relatives.
Long is conducting while at UAHuntsville,
welling (infrared) radiation due to condensa
They have told her of several segments on
tional growth in aerosols, specifically hygroscop one of her future goals includes being a part of German television about Huntsville and Dr. von
return missions to the moon and Mars. "Things I
ic aerosols located in the boundary layer."
Braun. "He is very famous and a great inspira
She also serves as the ozone station manag would be interested in doing with those (mis tion for me," Long said. Long has a brother at
er for Dr. Michael Newchurch, professor in the sions) would be the detection of water on the UAHuntsville, Daniel, a senior majoring in
Earth Systems Science Center, flying ozoneson- Moon and/or Mars," Long said. "Being part of computer science.

Fate brings Gates scholar to campus

i:r. of
_rw.
The current_ life
Michael Russ, a 1business
administration major at The University of
Alabama in Huntsville is one of fate.
Russ, a sophomore from Dothan, Ala., was
awarded the Gates Millennium Scholarship in
April of 2006, one month before graduation.
Funded by a grant from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, the scholarship provides
financial aid to minority students who have a
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.3 on
a 4.0 scale, and have demonstrated leadership
abilities through community service and
extracurricular activities.
The scholarship covers expenses that finan
cial aid does not, and provides funding into the
master's and Ph.D. curriculum. Sixteen Gates
Millennium Scholars were selected from
Alabama during 2006.Russ is the first person
from Dothan's Northview High School to

„ «
receive the scholarship.
This year, he transferred to UAHuntsville as
a sophomore after hearing about the university
and its reputation.
"It's rewarding," Russ said. "Life is hard at
times, but nobody said it would be easy. I'm
proud that I made the decision." Those who
have faith in Russ include from family, friends,
his high school guidance counselor and his god
mother.
Russ' guidance counselor at Dothan's
Northview High School, Nellie Smith,
informed him about the Gates Millennium
Scholarship and encouraged him to apply for it.
He believes his religious faith has opened
doors for him. "The scholarship has been lifechanging," said Russ. "God has opened so many
doors for me.
Without the scholarship, I would not be

here. "Russ' godmoth
er, Brenda Brown, had
stated to him that
there was no need for
him to worry because
the blessings of the
Lord would come and
overtakehim. S h e
had told Russ he would
be rewarded with a
scholarship just weeks
before
the
Gates
M i l l e n n i u m
Scholarship award was announced. "I'm blessed
and privileged to be here and to be able to
achieve my goals."
After completing his education, Russ plans
to become an entrepreneur, providing numerous
opportunities for others.

5

/-A
UAH synonymous with
America's exploration plans
•

SATELLITE

EXTRA 5Jhe Ifimismfle SKmes EXTRA
•"

r.

fi»

Ml

ALAlnMA. *ATV«/AY. UK MM

tePsncorr

Jupiter-C PutsUpNoon
Officially Announces
Brings in Era Huntsviile Satellite Circles Globe

Wai/

OfSirens
Eisenhower

Oil Space Here
Tot

HotMjSoeeom P>MM>ir initio

~3 Labs Here
Aided Project
r. 01Launching j

UAHuntsville open house
As part of the Huntsviile communi
ty's celebration of America's 50
years in space, the university will
host an open house with photo
panels of UAH's long history in
space exploration and displays of
current space-related research.
The open house is scheduled
Sunday, January 27, from 2 to 5
p.m. in the Shelby Center for
Science and Technology.

Weather Change
{Sped Launching

"I hope my legacy is that I have made a
difference in the programs I have
worked on, and in the choices of the
young people whose lives I have
touched."
- Dr. Jan Davis
Dr. Jan Davis enters Discovery
America's space age began on the evening of January 31, 1958 when
a Huntsville-built Jupiter-C launch vehicle lifted a 30-pound satellite
into orbit around the Earth. The nation's first satellite, called Explorer
I and officially known as Satellite 1958 Alpha, was launched as part of
America's program for International Geophysical Year 1957-1958.
That launch would forever change the direction of America's quest
in space exploration and the future of The University of Alabama in
Huntsville. The Jupiter-C launch vehicle was a special modification of
the Redstone ballistic missile that was designed, built and launched by
the Army Ballistic Missile Agency (ABMA) under the direction of Dr.
Werner von Braun, the German rocket scientist who would bring his
dreams of space exploration to Alabama.
The Jupiter-C has its origins in the Army's Project Orbiter in 1954.
The project was canceled in 1955 when the decision was made to pro
ceed with the Navy's Vanguard launch
vehicle.However, following the launch of
the Soviet Sputnik I in October 1957, and
the failure of the Vanguard to produce a suc
cessful launch, Dr. von Braun's team was
directed to proceed with the launching of a
satellite using the Jupiter-C.
Bob Naumann, interim director of the
university's Materials Research Center,
remembered his involvement in the project.
He joined the ABMA in February 1957. "I
had been working in Gerhard Heller's group
which was tasked with doing the thermal
design of what was to become Explorer 1,"
he said. "One of the issues was keeping the
satellite spinning during its lifetime to keep
it from getting too hot or too cold on one
side. I was doing calculations on the effect
of magnetic damping and predicting how fast the spin would decay."
Within a couple of weeks, the Army's project had been grounded.
"We were shocked when the Soviets launched the Sputnik and bitter
because we knew we could have done it earlier if we had been given the
chance. Of course, we were elated when we were given the go-ahead."
Von Braun's team completed the job of modifying the Jupiter-C and
launching Explorer I in 84 days. That launch took place a half century
ago this month. Now, five decades later, America's space program has
produced numerous, fantastic results for space exploration.
Today, America's vision for space plans for another visit to the
moon. Mars is again being discussed as a destination.
Through it all, The University of Alabama in Huntsville has been a
key partner with NASA and the agency's largest field center, Marshall
Space Flight Center. The university's close partnership with NASA and
America's space program was firmly entrenched when Dr. von Braun
supported the growth of UAH soon after the launch of Explorer I. He
knew that Marshall would need a strong university to support the aca
demic and research expectations of the nation's growing space program.
As a result of his vision, UAH is one of the leading technological
universities in the nation, ranking among America's top programs in sci
entific and engineering disciplines. The university consistently ranks
among the nation's top universities in NASA-sponsored research.
During the past half-century, hundreds of the university's graduates have

been responsible for many of the agency's successes. Today, Marshall are
among the largest employers of UAH graduates with nearly 400 today.
One of the most prominent of those graduates is Jan Davis. It will be
difficult to find a UAH graduate who has traveled higher or farther than
Dr. Davis. ('83 M.S., Mechanical Engineering, '85, Ph.D., Engineering).
As an astronaut between 1987 and 1997, she traveled more than 11 mil
lion miles. She has taken her skills and knowledge to a very high plane,
flying aboard the space shuttle on three flights and logging more than
670 hours in space. After beginning her engineering career with
Marshall Space Flight Center in 1979, she worked most recently as
director of the Flights Project Directorate. Today, she is an executive at
Jacobs, a company that has close ties to Marshall. She describes her role
with the space program as a life-long dream. "It is very gratifying to see
something actually fly in space of which I have helped in the design,
testing, certification, or flight crew," she
said in an interview with UAH Alumni
News. "I had a major role in both 'Returns
to Flight' of Challenger and Columbia and
although this was very hard work, it paid off
and is well worth the effort in order to keep
our country flying people safely into space."
She continues to promote America's
leading role in space, and she spends time
with young people to encourage their
involvement in science and engineering.
Dr. Davis is a routine speaker at the Sally
Ride Science Festival, held annually at
UAH. "I hope my legacy is that I have made
a difference in the programs I have worked
on, and in the lives of the young people
whose lives I have touched." As far as the
future of space travel, Dr. Davis said the
future is very bright, "if we receive the funding and public support that
is needed for us to have 'boots on the moon' by 2020."
Clark Hawk, director of UAH's Propulsion Research Center, agreed
that public support is crucial to future success. "To me, the most signif
icant thing is that wherever the program is going, it will need propulsion
to do the job and university research will contribute to technology for
future propulsion capabilities." Hawk has been with UAH for 17 years
and says the university's Propulsion Research Center has evolved into a
nationally recognized center of excellence. "We now have a modern
rocket test facility with the latest in high tech diagnostic and data acqui
sition equipment. We have a unique research tool of which there are
only three in the world and only one in the U.S.A. We have the ability
to run rockets on campus with both liquid oxygen and liquid methane,
the only U.S. university to have this capability to my knowledge."
Naumann said science discovery is critical for our future.
"Science is what NASA does best," he said. "The contributions from
the great observatories have advanced our knowledge of the universe by
orders of magnitude in ways that could never have been done from Earth
observatories.
"Unmanned missions to the planets also have expanded our under
standing of our solar system. Earth-oriented missions have paid great div
idends in understanding our environment and have become indispensa
ble."
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and Margie Williams seek to further
improve town-gown relationships

"We have been provided a
warm welcome by the people
of this community..."
fc&a c/ 6 //z l/c) and a spirited laugh. That's the first thing
you will notice when you meet Dave Williams and his wife, Margie.
UAH's new president and his spouse are quick to share their delight in
moving to their new home in downtown Huntsville, which coincidently
enough is located on Williams Avenue. His brief tenure leading the uni
versity has been a maelstrom of activity, ranging from one-on-one meet
ings with hundreds of employees on campus, to getting acquainted with
business executives, government leaders and elected officials.
Williams has established a schedule at a frenetic pace since he arrived
in Huntsville on July 1 - a work ethic that shows no sign of easing. It's the
nature of the position, according to Williams, who served as the vice
provost for research at Lehigh University before he joined the university.
He knows the responsibilities of the position are demanding and the
expectations of the community are high. "We have been provided a warm
welcome by the people of this community," Williams said during an early
morning interview at the Lowe House. "I've been mainly struck how sup
portive the community is of the university. Everybody has shared with me
what a great place this university is and how much they want to see it
grow and become better known."
Both Dave and his wife, Margie (pronounced Margee), said they are
impressed with the active role that many individuals play in the commu
nity. "It has been my impression that a lot of people are willing to get
involved and do any number of things within the community," she said.
"People just don't talk about things that need to be done to better the
community. They show a willingness to stand up and say where the com
munity should be going and are prepared to support those efforts."
Both agreed that the town-gown relationships that exist in Huntsville
are positive, but they will search for ways to continue to improve those
partnerships. "The two other institutions that we came from had very old
town-gown relations," Dave said. "We experienced the need to work to
improve those relations. Coming to Huntsville, there is an opportunity to
build on what is already a positive relationship. That is the big difference."
A key point to improving the university's relationship with Huntsville
is first to make sure the needs of the community are well understood at all
levels, according to Williams. That means all types of activities - academ
ics, culture and sport. "We want to see where the university can augment
what's going on in the city. We want to bring value to the region and
make this area more attractive to people who may be seeking to live here."
Williams is learning those needs as a result of his numerous meetings.
He also has become active with the Committee of 100, a local organiza
tion made up of civic leaders cut across a wide range of community groups.
"I am particularly impressed by that group's commitment to education,
particularly the K-12 system," he said. "A robust, well-supported educa
tional system is a major attraction for any city.
"That is something we enjoyed in our previous community. Our sons
went through the public school system and had amazing opportunities
because the community supported the schools, paid the taxes necessary to
have good infrastructure, good teachers and support networks. I've said
many times, K-12 schools can operate without universities but universities
cannot operate without the K-12 system. Well-educated students under
stand the benefits of higher education. There is no community that can
have too much education."
During his first four months at leading the university, he said every
thing about the future of the community is vigorous and very positive. "I
think the relationship in the community - the major employers, Redstone
Arsenal and Cummings Research - is very strong and working for one
another. These strong relationships work well for the university."
However, he said the university must broaden its scope to include
other relationships and not be dependent on a single source, such as the

"very generous" federal dollar. "We have to be more self sufficient as a uni
versity and perhaps as a community.
Margie added it is obvious that these strong relationships just didn't
fall as manna from heaven. "People have worked hard to make these rela
tionships happen, and it requires constant effort to keep those partner
ships in place. It's not just a one time and you're done thing. It is and will
continue to be a work in progress."
Williams said it has been his good fortune to step into the presidency
at UAHuntsville. He vows that he will continue to build and expand the
university's strengths.
"We want to grow our undergraduate population while continuing to
improve our academic standards," he said. "I'm proud that we have the
toughest academic standards in the state of Alabama. I intend to keep it
that way. "We want students who understand the value of a challenging
curriculum and the need to work hard to understand the particular disci
pline they have chosen. They need to understand that college is the
biggest opportunity they will have to change their lives for the better.
What you do in college and the success you have here changes everything
you do for the rest of your life."
Both understand that on a personal level because of the experience of
raising three boys, but also in getting to know students over the years.
"The ones who 'get it' in college, 'get it' in terms of the value of studying,
and understand the value of networking among themselves and their com
munity; they are the students who will be successful," Williams said.
"That's the kind of young men and women that have already chosen
UAH, and that is the type of student we will continue to recruit to the
university and to this community. Williams said there is nothing more
important than the university's responsibility to create opportunities for
its students and prepare graduates for a prosperous future. "Our mission is
to produce quality graduates who are prepared to use their God-given
knowledge and talents to confront and solve some of our planet's great
challenges and mysteries. This duty is paramount to how we can best serve
this community, our state and nation."
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UAH NEWS
Tony, Kathy Chan
establish new endowment;
enhance existing funds
An endowed scholarship honoring a
lifetime of artistic achievement is one of
several designations for a major gift from
Tony and Kathy Chan.
Kathy, (BA, French '79 and BA, Art
'81) is a noted artist specializing in jewel
ry. She was recognized last year with the
Alabama Governor's Art Award. Her
husband Tony, professor emeritus of —
—-——
7
.
physics, has created the "World of Kathy Tony and Kathy Chan are pictured wtth Margie and Dave Wdltams
Chan" scholarship as a tribute to her success. The scholarship will benefit junior or senior students
who transfer to UAH from Gadsden State Community College.
In addition, the gift supports the Jia Ju Zhan Undergraduate Scholars Program in the College of
Science that the Chans created several years ago and enhances the Frank Franz Presidential
Scholarship.

Dave, Margie
establish Williams
Family Scholarship
In his first address last fall to the universi
ty's President's Council, Dave Williams chal
lenged members to meet the need for more
scholarships. To lead the effort, he and
Margie have pledged $120,000 to establish
the Williams Family Scholarship.
The Williams Family Scholarship will be
awarded to an undergraduate student based
on financial need and academic merit with
preference to students who are the first in
their families to attend college.
In addition, they have established the
Williams Family annual scholarship to be
awarded next fall.
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Scholarship honors
supporter Earl Jacoby
Friends of Earl Jacoby have established
an endowed scholarship in his memory.
Jacoby was active at UAHuntsville
and was inducted in the Charger Hall of
Honor in 1992 and served on the Alumni
Association Board from 1988 to 1989.
He was active on the Athletic
Association Board and was a supporter of
the cross country team, serving as the cross
country director from 1995 to 1996. He
also was instrumental in establishing the
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity at UAH and
served many years as an advisor to the
group.
He graduated with a Masters of
Administrative Science degree from
UAHuntsville.
This scholarship will be available to
undergraduate students who exhibit aca
demic merit and leadership potential.

President's Council
gets new leadership
Michael Segrest and his wife,
Amanda, assume leadership of the
President's Council during the
group's recent annual banquet.
Betsy and Peter Lowe (shown at
right in the photograph) have cochaired the organization for the
past two years.

Leroy Caudle, Jr., '85
Derrick T. Copeland, '87, '93
Robert B. Goyer, Jr., '98, '01
Eric R. Grigorian, '83, '87
Robert S. Harris '98
J. Brett Holt, '02, '04
Karol L. Jones, '98
Bhavani K. Kakani, '82, '85
Josh O. Kelly, III, '84
Michael L. Kinzer, '04
Joey W. Louallen, '98
Joseph S. McConnell, '03
Donna W. Palumbo, '95
Samuel N. Parks, '09
Sandra Price, '90, '05
Preetha R. Pulusani, '84
Mark E. Reavis, '92
Valerie G. Seaquist, '83
Donna S. Whetstone, '97
Nancy R. Wolfe, '94
Michael E. Worley, '88
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Class

NOTES UAH
2007
Shana P. Levett, BS, marketing, is a jun
ior cost analyst for Yulista Management
Services located in Huntsville.
Daniel R. Lowery, BS, computer engi
neering, is an engineer for SAIC,
Huntsville.
Angela Sheree Long and Chris Gay, '96,
were married in August. Sheree is an
aerospace engineer at the Missile and
Space Intelligence Center in Huntsville.
Chris is a preferred client officer for
Compass Bank in Huntsville.

2006
Ashkan Ashrafi, Ph.D., has joined the
electrical computer engineering faculty at
San Diego State, Calif., specializing in
digital signal processing and wireless
communications.
Lorirose H. Belton, BA, English, has
accepted a new position as copywriter
for Visible Technologies, Seattle, Wash,
Sandy M. Best, BA, communications, is
a programmer for Inergi Design Services,
Inc., Huntsville.

Joseph K. Keeple, BA, art, has accepted
a new position as an international liaison
and freelance graphic designer for
Warner Brothers Films, New York. He
serves as the link between the U.S. art
department and Indian art department in
all design aspects of a film.

Judy H. Hamrick, MS, nursing, is the
chief of ambulatory care/staff develop
ment and research for Birmingham
Veteran's Administration Medical Center,
Ala.

Amy L. Roberts, BS, management, is a
career services advisor at Collins
College, Ariz.
Jeremy B. Saint, BA, communications,
earned his J.D. with high distinction from
the University of Iowa College of Law in
2007, and was a law merit scholarship
recipient. He has now joined the Crary
Huff law firm as an associate attorney in
its Sioux City office, Iowa.

2000
Chris Gay and Angela Sheree Long, '07
were married in August. Chris is a pre
ferred client officer for Compass Bank in
Huntsville. Sheree is an aerospace engi
neer at the Missile and Space
Intelligence Center, Huntsville.

2003
Beth M. Davis, BS, science, is a software
engineer at SYColeman, Huntsville.

Jonathan Yates, BS, marketing, died in
September. He was a resident of Santa
Barbara, Calif.

Jessica A. Hullett, BS, management, is a
project director for Neosystems, Inc.,
Vienna, Md.

2005

Joanna Boeckmann Sylvester, BS,
accounting, is a database analyst for
Compass Bank, Decatur, Ala.

1992

Norma S. Smock, MA, English, died in
October. She lived in Auburn, Ala.

Christopher A. Alexander, BSBA,
finance, has accepted a new position as
a financial analyst for ATC panels Inc.,
Moncure, N.C.

Rodney L. Robertson, Ph.D., industrial
and systems engineering, is a director at
the Technical Center for SMDC,
Huntsville.

Deaths

1989

Jaclynn C. Schur and Jay M. Woodcraft,
'00, were married in August. They live in
Detroit, Mich.

2004

Ginger G. Pierce, BA, communications,
is a senior software engineer for Stanley
Corporation, Huntsville.

2002

Johnny N. Echols, BS, mechanical engi
neering, is a project manager for Mims
Engineering, Huntsville.

Kaushik Macherla, MS, electrical engi
neering, is a solution consultant for
Global Soft Solutions Inc., Sunnyvale,

1990

1981

Monica Hemeyer Pemberton, BA, psy
chology, has a new position as a dental
hygienist at Oakes Dental Center,
Hixson, Tenn.

Mary H. Hovater, MS, physics, has
received a Women's Equality Day award
for exceptional professional service.
The award was presented by the Team
Redstone Federal Women's Program,
which includes the U.S. Army Garrison at
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, and
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville.

Daniel J. Goodman, BS, physics, is the
chief information officer for Composite
Building Structures, Ft Myers, Fla.

Paul K. Scott, BS, accounting, is the
president and financial advisor for Hengl,
Scott Financial Partners Inc., Canada.

Laffon Brelland, BS, electrical engineer
ing, has recently joined the Boeing
Company as a test and evaluation engi
neer.

Venkateswara R. Gadde, MS, science,
has accepted a new position as a soft
ware analyst for E-Ring, Inc., Huntsville.

1968

David L. Staley, BS, finance, earned his
CFP this past summer. He is an invest
ment manager with Merrill Lynch in
Huntsville.

2001

Aaron R. Brown, BS, political science, is
a technical writer and editor for the
Department of Army at Fort Monmouth,
N.J.

Pamela H. Hiss, BS, marketing, works as
the contract manager for Harrah's
Entertainment, Inc., Cordova, Tenn.

1980
Michael J. Dorsett, Ph.D., industrial and
systems engineering, died in October. He
lived in Huntsville.

1987

1974

Stephen W. Davis, BS, electrical and
computer engineering, is the president of
Telepresence, Inc., Huntsville.

Charles D. Harper, MS, physics, died in
November. He lived in Huntsville.

Scott A. Simpson, BS, mechanical engi
neering, has accepted a new position as
an integration engineer for Gulfstream
Aerospace, Savannah, Ga.
Emily H. Vandiver, BS, electrical and
computer engineering, has been
appointed
President
of
System
Technology Associates Inc., (STAI)
Huntsville. Founded in 1987, STAI pro
vides technical services and products to
various Department of Defense agen
cies, including the Missile Defense
Agency, Aviation and Missile Research,
Development and Engineering Center,
and Space and Missile Defense
Command.
The company also has
worked with other federal, state, and
local governmental agencies, including
the Department of Justice, Executive
Department, and the Office of National
Drug Control Policy.

Tommy L. Harris, BS, industrial and sys
tems engineering, died in December.
He lived in Huntsville.

1971
Carolyn F. Hames, BA, math, died in
October. She was a resident of Hartselle,
Ala.
Geoffrey L. Hearne, MSE, died in
December. He was a resident of
Madison, Ala.
Former Faculty and Staff
Benjamin Graves, first president of UAH,
passed away in October. He lived in
Huntsville.
Elizabeth W. Maines, associate professor
for nursing, died in October. She was a
resident of Rockland, Maine.

Jay M. Woodcraft and Jaclynn C. Schur,
'01, were married in August. He is
employed as a video coach for the
Detroit Red Wings. They live in Detroit,
Mich.

1986

Linda H. Pavelitz, associate director for
the UAH Co-Op program, died in
September. She lived in Madison, Ala.

Gary M. Howard, BS, nursing, has been
appointed nurse manager in emergency
services for the Middle Tennessee
Medical Center.

Aldo Forte, associate professor for math,
died in November. He was a resident of
Huntsville.

1999

1985

Ben H. Kavanaugh III, BA, history, has
recently joined the staff at Bucknell
University, Pa., as an assistant director of
admissions.

Ann Hightower Yelle, BS, marketing, has
accepted a new position as a communi
cations strategist at Schafer Corporation,
Huntsville.

1994

1984

Elizabeth P. Clement, BA, art, freelances
as a web and graphic designer in Santa
Clara, Calif.

Daniel L. Dumbacher, MAS, director of
the Engineering Directorate at NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, has been recognized by
President Bush for his outstanding
achievements
at
NASA
with a
Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious
Executive.

1993
John R. Grant, BS, electrical engineer
ing, works at Bart and Associates, Inc.,
as a senior consultant in Huntsville.
Jim D. Hester, MS, electrical engineering,
is a senior engineer for NASA at MSFC,
Huntsville.
Bob A. Neumeyer, BS, Finance, has
accepted a new position as assistant
vice president lending and financial advi
sor for Liberty Alliance Federal Credit
Union, Lexington, Ky.

Alan J. Sims, BS, finance, has been pro
moted to chief technology officer for
Heartland Payment Systems, Princeton
N.J.

UAH graduates!
Send us your news
Have

you

award,

won

changed

an
jobs,

earned a promotion of
completed

another

degree?
Your UAH classmates
would like to know. Send
us your news and we'll
publish it in the next
issue. News may'be sub

Steve D. Underwood, BS, chemical engi
neering, is an engineer for the Boeing
Company, Huntsville.

mitted

1992

1983

"Alumni Association,"

Ronnie L. Smith, BS, civic engineering, is
a senior systems engineer for Teledyne
Brown Engineering, Huntsville.

Richard L. Vance, MAS, is the president
for Oak Leaf Travel, Huntsville.

online.

Go

to

www.uah.edu. Click on
then

on

"Address

Update."
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